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Mangroves from the Water
Under the patronage of
HH Sheikh Saud bin Rashid Al Mualla,
Ruler of Umm Al Quwain and his wife
HH Sheikha Sumaya bint Saqr Al Qassimi,
His Highness will officially open the Festival on the first day while
Her Highness will attend the ladies' day, 11 March.
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Plants and trees of different types perform many
functions and have many uses. They form an integral
part of the UAE community memory, so we find them
expressed in different ornaments, reflected in multiple
images in popular literature, poetry, anecdotes, songs
and chants. They also appear in traditional or popular
character games celebrating trees in general.

Heritage is a key tributary of the UAE community and
acts as an anchor for the cultural identity and popular
memory. The mangrove tree has a lot of encompassed
forms of expression in the community memory and it
has produced values, customs, traditions, experiences
and popular ethics, artistic creations and experiences
of traditions, which add to the totality, the depth, and
richness of heritage.

Emirati cultural heritage has a lot of important flashes
- rich fragments of heritage that reflect a feature of
the use of Emiratis tree and reliable in their lives; the
wood of the mangrove tree has been used for timber
houses, furniture and boats due to its water resistant
and tough qualities. The leaves have been utilised as
animal food. The fruit, as per ancestors, is edible. The
wood of the mangrove tree was sold for use as fuel for
cooking in the beginning of the last century.

The link between this kind of trees and Emiratis in
ancient times, and their interaction with it, which
formed a significant part of their cultural and social
identity makes the need to preserve the heritage of

this tree is important, to raise awareness about the
importance and the need to preserve them, for their
locality importance in the UAE’s and cultural heritage
which is inspiring in the same time, so it is considered a
key element in the cultural heritage and folk traditions
of the coastal communities of population in the country.

How beautiful it is to take care of this heritage tree, and
celebrate heritage and cultural festivals. The revival of
its history will help preserve heritage and will safeguard
it from extinction. The Sharjah Institute of Heritage
supports, in all sincerity, such important heritage
orientations and we are happy to cooperate in order to
help this noble purpose. The ‘Mangrove Festival 2017’
embodies these fascinating goals and we wish for the
owners more success and progress.

God Bless

ABDUL AZIZ AL MUSALLAM
Chairman of Sharjah Institute of Heritage
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The path | chose as an artist to protect the mangroves is
not easy and requires a lot of work, energy and passion.
As an Arab Syrian artist | am motivated to contribute

to the protection of the mangroves by the destruction

| witness from here, far away in my own country, about
which | can do nothing. | am in effect contributing to the
protection of my own homeland by raising awareness of
the importance of the mangrove regions.

Action and reverse action.

When | was a child my Mother used to encourage me to
look after the plants with endearing words. She used to
say that if we look after plants the universe will be side
by side with us and will listen to us. My hope is for Syria
to be safe, my mother, auntie, sisters, cousins, neighbours
all to survive and not have to leave Syria. | have my own
way of praying every day to the mangroves, and through
the mangroves to keep Syria and Syrians safe! | believe in
the unity of the universe; when we give love, we receive
love. Wars and hate reflects global hate, and no wonder
we have global warming!!

| believe in the power of art and the strong message

it can deliver. By art, science, education, music, sport,
history, philosophy, music and heritage we can make our
voice loud and effective in protecting the mangroves!

We win by art and education, and not by war and this is
the message we want to spread through the Mangrove
Festival 2017.

By unity we reach to the strength. | thank everyone
for giving their part in doing the art work, poetry,
music, assistance or advice. The list of wonderful
people involved is long, though.

| start by thanking Her Highness Sheikha Sumaya
Bint Saqgr Al Qassimi who gave us the support to
work for the Festival, and His Highness Sheikh Saud
bin Rashed Al Mu’alla, Ruler of Umm Al Quwain.

Great support and dedication from Aisha Luitaim
member of the Federal National Council.

The Sharjah Institute for Heritage and the director
Abdulaziz Al Musallam.

Hussain Al Fardan, director of the Environmental
Center for Arab Cities

Maryam Bin Tooq, who was generous with her advice
and support from the early start and Abdullah Bu
Aseibeh, the director of the Ministry of Culture &
Knowledge Development in Umm Al Quwain.

The enthusiastic Leila Khamis from the Department
of Public Works & Services of Umm Al Quwain.

The Judging Panel and providers of workshops:
FatmahLootah, Dr Mohamed Abouanega.

Basem Al Sayer who is going to run a workshop.



Mona Al Asad and her team, Dubai Art Fans.

The musicians: Karam Salahie , Steve Corbin, David
Waugh, Daniel Zeytoun Millie

The poets, Zainab Aamer and Ali Abdan, who composed
a special poem for the mangroves and the Festival.

The Sharjah Higher Colleges of Technology: Dr Nadia
Solovieva, Dr Sophy Thompson, Tina Gates, llze Loza, Nick
Bates, Graphic Design students & Daniel Zeytoun Millie.

The Emirates Canadian University College, students and
the Director MojeebAbdulwahabHazaa.

Our friend, Nesreen Jamal Sulima, from the Umm Al
Quwain National Museum.

Aisha Dhahi Mohamed Al Midfa from Environment
Agency & Natural Reserves (Wasit Wetland Centre)
in Sharjah.

My husband Daniel and son Xavier for their
patience, understanding and support.

The Mangroves from the Water Team: Amal Al
Tamimi, Aseel Al Ramlawi, Geraldine Chansard,
Miti Agarwal, Stephanie Neville

We thank all the artists who put deep efforts into
producing such wonderful work.
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ZAHIDAH ZEYTOUN MILLIE
Zahidah is passionate about

the mangroves of Umm Al
Quwain. Painting from her kayak
Zahidah captures the fascinating
beauty of mangrove life in her
wonderful water colour sketches;
vivid snatches of mangrove

life. Concern for the region’s
ecological welfare drives Zahidah
to embark on the Mangroves
from the Water Project.
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DANIEL ZEYTOUN MILLIE
Daniel is a social studies instructor
at the Sharjah Higher Colleges of
Technology. Fascinated by Emirati
indigenous water sports, Daniel
enjoys traditional sailing and
rowing, particularly in Khor Umm
Al Quwain.
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MARIAM BIN TOUK

Mariam is a citizen of the UAE. She was
born in 1985 and graduated in Libraries
and Information Technology from the
Higher Colleges of Technology. Mariam
also has a diploma in the Preparation of
Leaders in Government Innovation. She
is currently employed with the Ministry
of Culture and Knowledge Development
and a volunteer member of the
Community Development Authority

in Dubai and “Mwalif”. Mariam seeks

to raise the name of the UAE and her
love for nature drives her to protect the
natural heritage of the country.
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ASEEL AL RAMLAWI

Aseel Al Ramlawi is a writer and
a weekly columnist at Al Roeya
Newspaper, concerned about
social matters. She has lived

in the UAE since birth in 1982.
Aseel studied a Bachelor of
Business Information Systems
and holds a Master of Business
Administration. She is an art critic
and art lover, while her aim in life
is to be a supporter for general
rights and nature.
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GERALDINE CHANSARD

claims to be a self-taught artist.
She graduated with a Bachelor

of Visual Arts in Paris St Charles

in 1996. She wants to connect
generations based on ancestral
knowledge. Her colorful creations
animate characters born from
childlike spontaneity. They are the
messengers from the depths of
our souls.

o6 Jlglaa o
MANGROVE FESTIVAL
2017

F5 RS O 5 polae L pas Bl
Lo sl SNy Al o e el e
AW

STEPHANIE NEVILLE

Stephanie Neville is a South
African contemporary conceptual
artist focusing on sustainability
in terms of the environment and
interpersonal relationships in a
transient world.
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FATMA LOOTAH

studied art at the Baghdad
Art Academy and the
American University,
Washingtion DCUSA. Fatma
has lived and worked in
Verona since 1984. She

is highly regarded for
having blended art to meld
cultural barriers between
East and West.
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MOHAMED ABOU EL NAGA
is a multidisciplinary visual
artist, professor, curator and
consultant. Mohamed has
produced internationally
recongnised work and created
award winning art projects. He
is a graduate of the Faculty of
Fine Arts, Alexandria and later
gained a master degree in Fine
Arts and a PHD in Philosophy.
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SEBASTIANO SOFIA
MORANA CULINOVIC KALAJZIC
FATMA LOOTAH

MOHAMED ABOU EL NAGA

BASEM AL SAYER

KARAM SALAHIE

ALI AL ABDAN

ZAINAB AAMER

ABDULAZIZ ABDULLAH AL JASSAMI
MOAHMED ABDULLAH AL JASSAMI
ALEXIS GAMBIS

JOAN STEPHENSON

DANIELLE MCCURDY

SHADI AL SHAMMAT

MOHAMED ABOU EL NAGA

MORANA CULINOVIC KALAJZIC
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KARAM SALAHIE

SHADI AL SHAMMAT
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STEPHANIE NEVILLE

A South African artist living in the United Arab
Emirates since 1999, Stephanie Neville is currently
enrolled in a Masters in Visual Arts at the University
of South Africa (UNISA). Exploring environmental
sustainability, Neville’s current work is site-specific
projects and installations within the local UAE
mangroves calling on the local and international
community for participation. We'll keep you

Safe (17-2016) is a community project involving
traditional techniques such as knitting and
crocheting. Individual squares are received from
the community and are assembled to create a large
blanket to be installed within the Umm Al Quwain
mangroves, connoting the nurture of motherly love
with the protection of Mother Earth.

For more information, please visit
www.stephanieneville.com.
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GERALDINE CHANSARD

Géraldine Chansard claims to be a self-taught
artist. She graduated with a Bachelor of Visual Arts
in Paris St Charles in 1996. She wants to connect
generations based on ancestral knowledge. Her
colorful creations animate characters born from
childlike spontaneity. They are the messengers
from the depths of our souls.
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AMAL AL TAMIMI

An attraction to Chinese painting expresses a deep
desire for peace and serenity. Through a fiery gesture,
Amal Al Tamimi adds her Arabic heritage that takes the
viewer through a colourful and very lively universe.
Amal has exhibited her work in many places including
Dubai 2011, Bahrain 2015, Christie’s Auction 2015 and
other collective exhibitions in UAE since 1999.
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GUARDIAN OF THE MANGROVES
Docu-Fiction (9 minutes)

Fatouh, the guardian of the mangroves has not been
seen for the last few decades. Some say he left after
disputes with local tribes while others claim that it is
increasing destruction and pollution of these ecosystems
in the Arabian Gulf that have forced him out. And yet
recently fishermen have reported sightings of Fatouh. As
we maneuver into the tiny mangrove islands inhabited
by flamingoes and cormorants of Umm Al Quwain, we
discover traces of this forgotten creature and reminisce
about his life through Emirati folk tales retold by Emirati
students from Zayed University.

Credits

Directed by Alexis Gambis

Featuring Shakhbout Al Kaabi & Noor Al Mahrugqi

Voices: Ritchi Te, Ronak Babubhai Yadav, Salim Mohammed
Bopary, Judith Fernandes, Ozge Calafato, Rebecca Pittam
Assisant Camera: Xavier Zeytoun Millie

Production Sound : Ozge Calafato

Original Score by Daniel Wohl

‘Through the Mangroves'
Recorded by Ozge Calafato
Edited by Alexis Gambis

Shot in Umm Al Quwain, UAE

ALEXIS GAMBIS

Alexis Gambis is a flmmaker, biologist and an Assistant Professor of Biology, Film & New Media at
New York University Abu Dhabi where he teaches courses in scientific visualization and storytelling.
His films combine scientific research and narrative often blurring the lines between reality and fiction.

More about the film: http://alexisgambis.com/guardian-of-the-mangroves/
More about the artist: http://alexisgambis.com/about/ 2]
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HAIDER AL QASSAM.

Born in Iraq and living in the UAE, Haider is a
member of the Emirates fine Arts Society. He
is also a member of the Iraq Fine Arts Society.
Haider has participated in more than 31
group and six solo exhibitions in the UAE, Iraq
and London. He has received many prizes and
appreciation certificates.
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HUMAIRA HUSSAIN

is a BFA and MA (Honours) Fine Arts and Culture -
Ireland graduate. She was born in Pakistan and is a
Dubai based contemporary artist and student of Guljee.
She has mastered the genre of nature, specialising in
portraying flowers, birds and butterflies in her paintings.
Her exploratory strokes unite discovery and fulfilment.
Humaira has made her mark in art exhibitions in Dubai,
Ireland, UK and Lebanon.
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JESNO JACKSON

Jesno is a self-representing Indian artist who has

been a painter and illustrator since 2000. Her works
are influenced by Vincent Van Gogh and Claude
Monet. Her work is a mix of realism, impressionism,
contemporary,abstract, pop art, modern art, figurative
and floral creating a unique and colourful, happy
style that speaks to all ages. She is best known for her
large-size abstract and contemporary paintings. She
cultivated her interest in art during her childhood.
Although she studied art, she considers herself as self-
taught. Jesno is now settled in Dubai and working as
an art teacher in an international school.
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DERYAYILDIZ (ANKARA, 1971).

She is the kind of person who breaths painting and sculp-
ture. She has had eight successful personal exhibitions and
attended art fairs, and local and international workshops.
She completed her teaching degree in Art at the Gazi
University, Turkey. Derya is actively running her atelier in
Ankara (+90 530 493 7455).
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VANITA JAIRAMDAS LAKHANI

was born in Mumbai and studied Fine Art, Painting at
the L.S Raheja School of Art and Architecture, 1993
-1997. Vanita is desperate for the lush green of ancient
trees, the morning call of birds, the fragrance rising
from earth at the first rains. Longing fuels her love,
passion, appreciation and protectiveness for our en-
vironment. Nature inspires and motivates the colors,
patterns, textures of her creative life at all levels, fills
her heart with gratitude for its creator and helps her
look up and smile in every circumstance.
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MARINA ROUSSOU

Marina studied graphic design and painting. She has con-
tibuted illustrations and DTP on travel and archaeological
guides, books and fairy tales (Facebook/funstoria) while
selling over 700 paintings on her eBay ArtShop. In Greece,
she taught voluntary art classes for children in need. Since
2015 she has taught art classes in Ras Al Khaimah.
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MONA AL-ASSAAD

Lebanese artist with a sublime experience in the rocky
cliffs and towering woods of northern California. Her
emotive message is often delivered with fluid washes
of color reflective of nature’s ornaments. Mona founded
Dubai Art Fans in 2014, a community of artists and
friends who constantly interact together around art
exhibitions and events .Her objective is to share her
dream with like-minded art lovers and to reach out

to the world with a message of peace mirroring her
peaceful life in the UAE where people live side by side
in harmony and friendship. ...Mona’s artworks are

a reflection of her mind and her spirit, shaped by a
reality she lives in. She has participated in numerous art
exhibitions in California, Saudi Arabia and Lebanon.
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YUSUF SEIDU OKUS

Yusuf Seidu Okus was born in Sapele, Delta State in 1973.
He obtained National and Higher National Diplomas in
painting and general arts, in 1994 and 1997. He presently
operates the Lifestyle Art Studio and is also a senior art
production officer in the Occupational Therapy Unit,
Federal Neuro-Psychiatric Hospital, Benin City.
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SEHAM KABLY

Her work comprises surreal representations that

dwell within the concept of Inevitability and our
unconsciousness as a source of art. By universally
capturing fragments of our lives that we have lived

and would either yearn to relive or never - childhood
memories, time, freedom and struggle. Seham
deconstructs these elements by instilling a dreamlike and
unreal quality within them and depict them in a world
which she perceives to be perfect, like a Utopia.
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NASRIN AL SANAWI

Jordanian Nasrin AL Sanawi was born in Beirut. She
graduated from the Lebanese American University
and is a former World Bank finance staff member
of 27 years. Her passion for art and music lead her
to study art in the Center of Farid Matta Arts in
Lebanon for 7 years. Nasrin’s explorations in the

art field enabled her to discover new horizons and
potential in her creativity.
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VIVEK NIMBOLKAR

Vivek is an Indian artist who has been awarded several
accolades for his art. He has completed an MFA and a
diploma in art teaching. He essentially creates abstract
art that is inspired by his surroundings and constantly
strives to challenge his artistic endeavors. In addition
to this, he has published several research papers.
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SIHAM KASABRY

Siham Kasabry, a Palestinian artist, has been living
in Dubai for 13 years. She is a freelancer artist and
art teacher, teaching different children ages with
techniques using variant media. Besides her love
for art she loves developing people, lately gaining
certification in leadership and self growth about
which she gives diverse training.
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AFSHAN QURAISHI

Afshan is a Dubai based artist practicing for 30 years.
She is highly passionate about art in all forms, and
although she received little formal training her passion
for art and eye for detail has helped her to bring in her
own unique characteristic to her art. She essentially
works in realist forms and in diverse media including
lead, charcoal and graphite as well as oils, acrylics,
gouache and molding forms.
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SHEFALI RANTHE

One can't detach the artist from her art when it
comes to the work of Shefali Ranthe. Bright colors,
vivid hues, strong tones and spontaneous brush
strokes are merely manifestations and a reflection

of her personality. Her special world is constructed
and crowded with birds, beasts, faces, figures, and
plants, reminding us of the primordial period in
human history in which every entity is part of a
larger community of animate and inanimate objects.
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PARUL PARASRAMKA

A BFA graduate from the International College for
Girls, India, Parul has spent her early days amidst a
rich and heady mix of history, culture and natural
beauty. And it is to this affinity she felt for such
glorious expression of human emotions that she
pursued classical art training at the the Julian Ashton
Art School, Sydney, helping to hone her skills and get
exposure to working with different media.
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LARA HUSSEIN

Lara Hussein is Jordanian, born and brought up in

Dubai, UAE. She is a self-taught artist with a passion for
painting. Lara uses vivid colors in a vigorous application to
represent the fast changing light conditions of nature. The
love she has for nature is portrayed in her work through
an immense energy with which she handles the color with
palette knife and brush. Her impressionistic work shows
maturity in style and demonstrates a distinct originality.
Lara’s recent work concentrates on skies and landscape
subjects with contemporary overtones, filled with endless
sensations of optimism and hope.
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ANDREW PAUL

The young and extremely talented self-taught artist from
Bangalore has caught the attention of art investors both
in India and around the world. His works featured in the
Oxford Encyclopedia of the Bible and the Arts. He is not
just an artist; he is an experimenter who paints with his
heart and creates with his soul.
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FARAH KHAN

Farah Khan is from India and presently lives in Dubai.
She has completed an MBA and is working to buy a
house. Farah looks at the world with her camera giving
it completely different perspective. She loves to travel
and capture beauty. Photography is her calling, not
her profession, and the thing that will undoubtedly
drive her insane someday. She does not photograph
subjects, she photographs the way they make her feel.
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SHRUTIKA GOSAVI

Originally from India, Shrutika is a freelance artist
and has been in Dubai for five years. Having
masters in Fine Arts, she has participated in

many national and international exhibitions and
received numerous awards and a scholarship from
the Ministry of Culture, India. Shrutika recently
participated in New York Biennial Art.
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Coffee Morning ZAHIDAH ZEYTOUN MILLIE
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Mangrove Luminosity
HUMAIRA HUSSAIN

Untitled VIVEK NIMBOLKAR
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Purple Lake MARINA ROUSSOU Sultans DERYA YILDIZ
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This is Love... VANITA LAKHANI The Mangroves Bird SHEFALI RANTHE
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The Dream-For Life JESNO JACKSON Underneath the superficial ANDREW PAUL
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Atmoshphere MANGROVES music MONA AL ASSAD

The Getaway SEHAM KABLY



facebook mangrovesfromthewater twitter mangrovesFTW linkedin mangrovesftw Instagram mangrovesFTW
email mangrovesfromthewater@gmail.com blog https://mangrovesfromthewater.wordpress.com/

Ay Ry (J_E.” o
Mangroves from the Water

Mangroves LOCATION MAP
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