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Threats to the UAQ Mangroves

/ Unsustainable fishing
/Over grazing by camels and other livestock

/ Reclaiming or dredging in mangrove
areas- coastal development and land filling activities

/ Dumping waste- using mangroves as dump sites
/ Over-logging- timber and fuel wood

/ Pollution- oil, waste water and other industrial pollutants

13 MANGROVES FROM THE WATER



National vAE

&
"‘F
i 1
MANGROVES FROM THE WATER 14



THREATS
that Mangroves face
EVERY DAY
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Mangroves from the

WATER TOURING
exhibition 2015 - 2016

Working from the mangroves to
preserve the natural environment,
the art exhibition focuses on
history and nature - major tourist
attractions in UAQ.

The following slides give a glance
at the exhibitions

in Abu Dhabi, Sharjah,

Umm Al Quwain & Dubai.
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Mangroves
from the Water

Hanan Al Marzougi
Dana Al Mazrouei
Shaikha Al Suaidi

Anood Al Zaidi
Geraldine Chansard
Brioné LaThrop
Stephanie Neville
Noor Zadeh

Zahidah Zeytoun Millie
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H.E. Zaki Nusseibeh, Cultural Advisor- Ministry of Presidential Affairs, with Celine Cousteau,
granddaughter of Jacques Cousteau, and Vice Chancellor of NYUAD, Alfred Bloom.
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Zahidah Zeytoun Millie introducing her work to Abdulaziz Al Musallam, Director of
Heritage and Cultural Affairs at Sharjah’s Department of Culture, with Nasser Abdulla,
Chairman of the Emirates Fine Arts Society and artist Mohammed Al Qassab.
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Viewers enjoying Zahidah Zeytoun Millie’s water colours
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NYUAD Gallery view

Geraldine Chansard’s Woman from the
Mangroves sculpture (displayed with
Stephanie and Zahidah’s artwork
installations)

NYUAD Gallery view
Stephanie Neville’s artworks
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NYUAD Gallery view: Zahidah Zeytoun Millie’s 3D work, with Alexis Gambis’ video Guardian of the Mangroves
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THE GUARDIAN

OF THE
Alexis Gambis’ video still from Guardian of the Mangroves MANGROVES

Visitor listening to the
Kharareef Heritage Storytellers




THE MAMCEON'E MASTLELADE

The Kharareef Heritage Storytellers




Mangroves from the Water 3 D,

chopped tree found in the mangroves,
wood, dead crab, shells, felt, plaster, leaves,
round metal, table wire, 2015.

| am happy to donate this art work to
Wasit Wetland Centre to be on display.

Zahidah Zeytoun Millie
5 June 2017
www.zahidahart.com
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Press COVERAGE

Syrian artist Zahidah Zeytoun Millie paints watercolours in the mangroves of Umm Al Quwain capturing the area’s
natural beauty. She says her work also gives her an escape from the bad news from her homeland, where her
relatives still live. Antonie Roberison / The MNational

Artwork inspired by the beauty of Umm Al Quwain’s
mangroves

e @ @ @ @ @
August 2, 2015 Updated: August 2 2015 10:09 FM
p— D —
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Exploring the UAE's coastline with art
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Syrian artist in Umm Al Quwain paints with the use of
brushes, canvas — and a kayak
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RS ol dlgy WYL Abu Dkiaks  The Adts Cintes
ARTGALLERY Exhibitions Abaut Visit v f

SPACE PRESENTS:

Mangroves from the Water

Hanan Al Marzougi, Dana Al Mazrouei, Shaikha Al Suwaidi, Ancod Al Zaidi,
Geraldine Chansard, Alexis Gambis, Brioné LaThrop, Stephanie Neville,
Moor Zadeh, and Zahidah Zeytoun Millie

Oretober 22-28, 2015
The Project Space is located in the Arts Center

m Mangrove Aciion Froject (WAPY
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Exploring the UAE's coastline with art | The Matfonal
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L'Art au secours des
mangroves des EAU

Art raises awareness about
the UAE's mangroves
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LIFESTYLE SPORTS

Mangroves from the Water, Art Exhibition
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November 8, 2015 = Art & Culture, Events & Happenings, Featured

The exhibition provides fascinating insights into the different ways one can appreciate a treasured
part of the UAE's natural environment. Mangroves from the Water cries out the delicate balance
between nature and human progress in a collection of multi-form art. The 10 arists reveal the
varied worlds of the mangroves with on-site art work made at different mangrove locations in the
Emirates, from Abu Dhabi to Ras Al Khaimah, Kalba to Umm Al Quwain. The production of the
work has reguired the arists to immerse themselves in the wondrous natural and mythical lives

that abound the watery recesses of the manarove forests.
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Umm Al Quwain
National Museum

The exhibition takes
place in the fort museum.
Mixing past and present
Was a SUCCess.

LA
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Umm Al Quwain Fort’s Museum.
Zahidah Zeytoun Millie’s installations
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Umm Al Quwain Opening,
11 December 2015.

Many visitors.
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Activities during _the
Umm Al Quwain

Exhibition

DEC /2015



Bird Watching & Photography
11 & 12 December 2015

Kayaking
11 & 12 December 2015

Sketching & Photography
11 & 12 December 2015
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Marine Club house boat trip,
11 December 2015

Story telling with Brioné LaThrop
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Flamingo Hotel’s
bird watching trip,
12 December 2015

ANGROVES FROM THE WATER



Sketching
from

the Kayak
with
Zahidah and
Géraldine

14 December
2015
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Protecting the roots of the mangrove trees are vital as they provide the oxygen for respiration!

"WE'LL KEEP
YOU SAFE" /
2016
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"We'll keep you safe" g 2016

Site installation work, Community project. Thank you to all those who

participated in this project. If you missed this opportunity, don’t worry,

we are planning an extension! Watch this space for more details!

We created 2 blankets of Tm x 240 cm each (approx, 5 rows of squares
x 12 rows of squares, with a few odd shapes thrown in between). There
are a few squares still waiting to be used in the next blanket, so don't
worry if you can not spot yours at this stagel!l!

Thank you to Craft Land for the wool & needle sponsorship and to
thejamjar for the workshop opportunity.

MANGROVES FROM THE WATER




Thank you to the Umm Al Quwain
Municipality for their permission and
support in our Community Knitting
Project "We'll keep you safe”.
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MANGROVES FROM THE WATER

Cleaning the rubbish from the mangroves,
organised by the Umm Al Quwain Municipality for
the first and only time 23 January 2016




After cleaning in Umm Al Quwain 23 January 2016
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Khor Al Baidah has finally h
MBC TV staff who showed
charm and beauty. Than
the Khor Al Baidah seg
Wednesday on the Sa
Thank you, Kostas S

he visit by

ir admiration of its

. MBC will broadcast
t for a few minutes next
Al Khair TV program.
ianakis, for providing your
deep knowledge of mangroves. Thank you,
Diana Nemeh, for, r consistent interest in the
mangroves.
aking you for a kayaking trip next
UAQ Marine Club for hosting the

roviding us a boat for the trip.

| would be hap
time. Thank y;
MBC staff a
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The big reveal..

Today was the installation day of our
Mangroves from the Water Community
Project "We'll keep you safe” (2016).
With great support and official
permission from the Umm Al Quwain
Municipality, and the teamwork of
artists Zahidah Zeytoun Millie, her
family Daniel, Xavier and Abeer, and
Stephanie Neville,

we are happy to reveal the
installation art at the entrance to the
Khor Al Migas Mangroves.

It will remain in this spot

for 1 week... and hope to be moved
around there after

Location: /25.31.42 N 553417 E
Thank you again to Craft Land,
thejamjar, and all the artists

and crafters who so generously
sent in their handmade squares.
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This video is of when the 'Mangroves from the
Water’ exhibition was at the
Emirates Fine Arts Society in Sharjah last November.
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YOUTUBE.COM
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Media-TV
& Social Media
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Dubal Exhibition
ART FAIR DUBAI/2016
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5.33 MARCH
MON-THU & SAT

ey

Founder of Alserkal Avenue,

Abdelmonem Bin Eisa Alserkal says the arts hub
is ‘an ambassador of regional art to the rest of the
world’ ; surrounded by the group of artists and
manager of Thejamjar gallery in Dubai March 2016
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Artist Géraldine Chansard
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Artist Géraldine Chansard
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MANGROVE FESTIVAL
2017




2017 cloll o pyall jaun glaygo

Mangroves from the Water Festival

2017
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With the support of the
Umm Al Quwain Government the
Mangroves from the Water Team organised

the Mangroves Festival 2017
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The Mangroves from the Water Team is a miniature
replication of Emirati society by the mix of women
artists, writers and volunteers of varying nationalities,
cultures and religions. Maryam Bin Touk, Aseel Al
Ramlawi, Geraldine Chansard, Stephanie Neville, Miti
Agarwal and Zahidah Zeitoun.

The team has made a big contribution over the last two
years in raising awareness in the community about the
ecology of the mangrove forests and the need for their
protection. We believe in the power of art and how
effective our message is in reaching the world by
connecting the many cultures through science, music,
sport, history, philosophy, heritage and tourism. Art is
the strongest, most positive way to protect mangrove
trees, or protect any right, or land, or nation, or heritage
or culture..... By mixing cultures, science and art for a
common goal and by respecting religions we can
actually achieve the protection of forests and the planet
Earth from global warming. The Emirates is blessed
with mangroves and they are considered another
national treasure in our age of global warming and
climate change. Not all mangrove forests are protected
and most of them are still set for development and
subject to misuse by society.

The Mangroves from the Water Team project began on
23 October 2015 with a touring exhibition around the
Emirates supported by the Environment Agency Abu
Dhabi. We began at the New York University Abu Dhabi,
then moved to the Emirates Fine Art Society in Sharjah,
to the Umm Al Quwain Museum, then finally to thejamjar
Gallery during the 2016 Dubai Art Fair. The project
finally came to an end last month in partnership with the
Umm Al Quwain Chamber of Businesswomen and the
Executive Council in the Mangroves Festival 2017 that
depended on art, science, education, heritage and
sporting contributions from a range of government and
community organisations, families and volunteers to
shed light on the mangrove forests and their importance
for the environment. We coordinated our efforts with
the Umm Al Quwain Education and Teaching Zone to
organise a mangroves art competition. We actually
exhibited the student work during the Festival. The 10
finalists received appreciation certificates and books
presented by the Sharjah Institute for Heritage. We
organised, with the support of the Sharjah Women’s
Higher College of Technology, scientific pictorial and
written information boards on mangroves in Arabic and
English explaining the importance of mangrove forests.
We hope you open the file which contains pictures of
this scientific information. We organised, with the
support of the Sharjah Men’s Higher College of
Technology, a traditional rowing race between seven
boats from organisations, students, and men and
women teachers from the community.
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The goal of this event was to bring together different
groups of society in a cultural celebration of this
popular heritage sport in the community. | encourage
you to watch the video. We organised with the Emirates
Canadian University College a marine tour of the
mangrove forests in cooperation with the Umm Al
Quwain Marine Club.

The male and female students then exhibited photos of
the mangroves and announcements through social
media and on the radio in Ras Al Khaimah about the
importance of the mangrove regions. We organised an
art competition between artists from the UAE and
around the world. We were able to encourage poets
and volunteer musicians to work with us to make the
Festival a success. The Festival saw the first poetry
gathering on the mangroves in cooperation with the
poet Ali Al Obaidan. The event was considered to be
one of the first Arabic poetry sessions about the
mangroves.

We presented folklore stories on the mangroves and
especially the story of the genie Fatooh, the protector
of the mangroves. We cooperated with the imagination
science film director Alexis Gambis who organised a
short film on the protector of the mangroves, the genie
Fatooh. | hope you can see the movie. We presented
free trips by kayak and boat for Festival visitors to
spread awareness of the beauty of the mangrove
forests, along with art workshops, scenic walks and
yoga sessions on the periphery of the mangroves.

We organised attractive hotel offer deals for visitors of
the Festival in three hotels of the emirate, the aim
being to encourage tourism to support and encourage
the Government in protecting the mangroves. And we
also tried to connect the Festival with other
environmental agencies such as Wasit Nature
Conservation Park which presented scientific,
environmental and art workshops for school students.

The Fishermen’s Association with the Ministry of
Environment and Climate Change, the Ministry of
Culture and Knowledge Development and the Umm Al
Quwain Museum all contributed booths which included
exhibitions of pearls and mother of pearl and
photographs of archaeology. The Sheikh Khalifa
General Hospital had a booth, and the Sharjah Institute
of Heritage displayed books and built a traditional
manamah maijlis.

Zahidah Zeytoun Millie



Team Members
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Zahidah Zeytoun Millie
Curator of the project

Zahidah is passionate about the
mangroves of Umm Al Quwain.
Painting from her kayak Zahidah
captures the fascinating beauty of
mangrove life in her wonderful water
colour sketches; vivid snatches of
mangrove life. Concern for the
region’s ecological welfare drives
Zahidah to embark on the
Mangroves from the Water Project.
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Daniel Zeytoun Millie

Daniel is a social studies instructor at
the Sharjah Higher Colleges of
Technology. Fascinated by Emirati
indigenous water sports, Daniel
enjoys traditional sailing and rowing,
particularly in Khor Umm Al Quwain.
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Stephanie Neville

A South African artist living in the

United Arab Emirates since 1999, Stephanie
Neville is currently enrolled in Masters in Visual
Arts at the University of South Africa (UNISA).
Exploring environmental sustainability, Neville’s
current work is site-specific projects and installa-
tions within the local UAE mangroves ¢

alling on the local and international community
for participation. We’ll keep you safe (2016-17) is
a community project involving traditional
techniques such as knitting and crocheting. » .
Individual squares are received from the Geraldlne Chansard
community and are assembled to create a large
blanket to be installed within the Umm Al
Quwain mangroves, connoting the nurture of
motherly love with the protection of Mother
Earth. For more information, please visit
www.stephanieneville.com

Géraldine Chansard claims to be a self-taught
artist. She graduated with a Bachelor of Visual
Arts in Paris St Charles in 1996. She wants to
connect generations based on ancestral
knowledge. Her colorful creations animate
characters born from childlike spontaneity.
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Aseel Al Ramlawi

Aseel Al Ramlawi is a writer and a weekly
columnist at Al Roeya Newspaper,
concerned about social matters. She has
lived in the UAE since her birth in 1982.
Aseel studied a degree in Business
Information Systems and holds a Master of
Business Administration. She is an art critic
and art lover, while her aim in life is to be
a supporter for general rights and nature.
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Mariam Bin Touk

Mariam is a citizen of the UAE. She was born in
1985 and graduated in Libraries and Information
Technology from the Higher Colleges of
Technology. Mariam also has a Diploma in the
Preparation of Leaders in Government Innovation.
She is currently employed with the Ministry of
Culture and Knowledge Development and a
volunteer in the Community Development Group
of Dubai and the “Muwalif” group. Her aims is
always the raising up of the name of the Emirates
in every arena. Mariam loves nature and is
concerned for the conservation of all the
country’s natural treasures.
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Woolen blanket,

length 45 m, produced by
more than 200 women
inside and outside the
Emirates. We chose this
length indicating the union
of the seven emirates on
the occasion of the 45th
anniversary of the Union for
the conservation of the
mangrove forests.
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The story of the blanket

We’ll keep you safe (2016-17) is a

community project to raise awareness of the
mangroves in UAQ. The idea originated in 2015
whilst preparing for the first Mangroves from the
Water group touring exhibition which opened in
NYUAD Project Space Gallery, moved to Sharjah
Fine Arts Society, UAQ Museum and Thejamjar
Alserkal Avenue over a period of 5 months.

It began with one knitted blanket which was a
temporary installation in the UAQ Mangroves and
photographed over a period of time. This work was
called I'll keep you safe (2015). | then continued to
create a few more blankets, which was installed in
the Abu Dhabi mangroves on

Saayidat Island, and Kalba.

| associate knitting and crocheting with the tender
love and care of a mother. It is an act of
compassion, nurture and protection — to keep you
warm and safe, to wrap you up. In knitting a
protective layer for the mangrove trees, it offers a
little help to Mother Nature in taking care of her
‘family’ . The first “We’ll keep you safe” open call was
in 2016, asking the local and international
community through social media to send in 20x20
cm squares of knit, crochet or any other type of
traditional craft. Squares came pouring in and the
first blanket installed in the mangroves was 5
meters in length. When it was decided to continue
the exhibition and turn it into a festival, another
open call was placed. This time the response was
immense, especially after the public saw the first
project and many asked to be included in the next.
We had a great deal of interest locally in the UAE
and from India specifically. Though we reached
much further than this, and received packages with
squares posted from as far as Canada and Australia.
The tally is near 700 squares received to date. Our
blanket is now 45 meters long, which coincides with
our goal to celebrate the 45 years Spirit of the
Union (as of December 2016).

Stephanie Neville.
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With the support of the UAQ Education Zone we organized
a mangroves art competition between schools. ————

gl ol yujlao g aiall aaluell

YVWIMN N

of the
MOangroves School
Art Competition

Book prizes for the school artwork
winners, offered by the President

of the Sharjah Institute for Heritage,
Abdulaziz Al Musallam.
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Women's Business Council
awarded certificates

for the ten winners

from different schools.

/

Part of the 4 days schedule

of the Mangroves Festival 2017
prepared by the Mangroves

from the Water group in

cooperation with many

partners from the UAQ Governments
(after several months of coordination).

73 MANGROVES FROM THE WATER



We arranged the support of the Higher Colleges of Technology in
Sharjah for the generation of scientific signs to be placed by
the mangroves to raise the awareness of the importance of the forests
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Dr. Nadia Kettle - Higher Colleges of Technology

Text and editing: Dr. Nadia Solovieva (Kettell), Dr. Sophy Thomson (Higher Colleges of Technology), Dr Tina Gates
Arabic translation: Ms. Grace Karim, free-lance Arabic translator and tutor.
Photography: Mrs. Zahidah Millie (free-lance designer) and Mr. Nicolas Bates (Higher Colleges of Technology).
Graphic Design: Faculty Mentor Ms. llze Loza and (Fatima Al Hosani, Mariam Al Ali, Mona Al Ali).
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Mangroves Festival / 2017

Opening Day
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The Self, Zahidah Zeytoun Millie

Acrylic colour, resin, chopped tree found in the mangroves,
mask of my face and hands, heavy knife used to chop trees,
wire, wood, plaster, leaves, cardboard inner shoe, 2017

Donated to American International School
(D = onp)

5 June 2017
www.zahidahart.com
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Opening event in the presence of the
UAQ Ruler, Minister of Environment and the
Minister of Culture and other
distinguished guests.
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Morana usually conducts hula hoop dance classes
at Flowground, Dubai, and Al Taleb Centre in Ras Al Khaimah
During the Mangroves from the Water 2017 Morana performs
at the Festival Village on these days

Wednesday 8 March - 4.00 pm & Saturday 11 March - 11am

Sl o p 3l
Mangroves from the Water

LA e ¢ | ol
Mangroves from the Water

MANGROVE FESTIVAL

On the ladies only day at
the Mangroves from the Water Festival village,
Joan Stephenson offers a free yoga session.
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Joan Stephenson

Shadi Al Shammat
Born in Damascus 1984, Shadi Al Shammat started his career through the love of brass instruments,
specialized in flute and saxophone. he studied music at the Faculty of music education in Homs, and
attended many festival and events in several countries, including Algeria, Turkey and UAE

[ Thursday 9 March 4 pm - 6 pm
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We arranged free of charge workshops.
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WEDNESDAY 8 MARCH
TO

SATURDAY 11 MARCH
KHOR AL MIQAS, UaQ
10 AM

10

& PM

children’s
Thoughts about Nat
by artist
Dr. Mohamedibouelng

Wednesday
8 March
12pm - 2pm

Free fufiffor evy
while learning to jake p

H -

We arranged free of charge workshops
with volunteer artists.
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We negotiated great accommodation deals
in three hotels in Umm Al Quwain

Tha Umm Al Quwain
Baewch Hotal and Resart
ofa our
Mangrowes from the Water Festval vishors
EXECUTIVE BLITES (Eiaghe or Daubia)
AT THE RATE AEDHS0- PER NIGHT
WITH DREAKFAST

ynen WA

S —

Free Boats Trips 2017 - UAQ Marine Club

Paragliding - the Al Jasmi brothers
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rowing and a community walk
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Daniel Zeytoun Millie

Daniel is a social studies instructor
at the Sharjah Higher Colleges of
Technology. Fascinated by

Emirati indigenous water sports,
Daniel enjoys traditional

sailing and rowing, particularly

in Khor Umm Al Quwain.
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Masters degree of
Visual Arts and has
been painting about
the mangroves from a
kayak in the UAE since
2007. Zahidah
organised free painting
workshops from a
kayak during the
Mangroves from the
Water touring exhibi-
tion and the
Mangroves Festival
2017.




atching workshop
4 in kayaks
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a painting workshop run by the
artist Géraldine Chansard
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Kite Beach & Umm Al Quwain Marine Club Ministry of Culture & Knowledge
Development - Umm Al Quwain
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Mangroves from the Water Festival Spaces
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el Art Space Mangroves
p— Festival 2017

89 MANGROVES FROM THE WATER



Sharjah Institute for Heritage
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Ghillg GAloll peill 8)ljg Wasit Wetland Reserve

Ministry of Climate
and Environmental Change
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Ministry of Culture & /
Knowledge Development - Umm Al Quwain

Mariam Bin Touk dgb w! o0
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Traditional poetry from
Ali Al Abdan,
Sharjah Institute for Heritage /

e

Mangronss froen tha Water

MANGROVES FROM THE WATER 94



ulaaell le
2017 yujlo 6

_psdill il 2laial

2) (1)
Sl pall Jodil &1 L AT Juodll pydll &le b
lgimag Jloall cilil 5o Gloaig lalg)l po Sl
Jaisll glojll culal J4 go 3alo i Libg L8 paills
Gle &l pull G Gpoal i 23] o ol losi
Jogl ol aly ;8 ailpl 123 Byli clis ligys 24ls
Ei7a 13 Gg4i Lo Gail yllg Jhail Ilgis deybll gai
Jhao cqpall gn Jrass &y el gligy b 8
a8 ;4 lmga3 gaai jihllg Slisoll piles il oo ;4
Jigs Gol ilg JUBI il liflyy 0%y 83 2alg
Joadll p bl Giljlo] i3 omaic (sygir cuilg cuil pydll
Tans Uil aag aggall cuil Jaio J4 Jang jiaf Jijellg
Jéagll lags pyal «ain] dalw a3l sy elgdu




/

Story telling by Sultan Bin Ghafan
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Dubai Art Fans Group/
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Music and sport entertainment
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Yoga session with the volunteer Joan Stehenson

99 MANGROVES FROM THE WATER



Mangroves from the Water

100



